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Dux & Ena van der Walt, illustrated by Anneliese Voight

The Red Dress

Granny has made little Dora a beautiful red dress for Christmas. Dora is so excited that she decides 
to try it on a day earlier, before fetching water at the windmill and feeding their tortoise. But the 
dress gets badly damaged and Dora must quickly make a plan, otherwise Granny will find out that 
she has worn it on the sly.

The publisher Protea Boekhuis is nominated for the Bologna Prize for the Best Children’s 
Publishers of the World 2019

3-5 Years Illustrated Fiction

Rights: World Rights 

Publisher: Protea Boekhuis, Pretoria

Format: Paperback, approx. 40 pages

Publication date:; October 2018

Illustrations: full color

Age 3-5 Years

 

Anneliese Voigt. She needed an original tale to illustrate as part of a
course project whilst she was studying Childrens' Book Ilustration.

This is the first by the couple Ena and Dux van der Walt. It was merely written
based on a story told to Ena by her childrens nanny. They put down on paper
for the purposes of the illustrator Anneliese Voigt. 
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Judith Berg

Aíríes – series

2nd price Animated Feature Film at the Chicago International Children’s Film Festival

The Saga 

The Airies are green-skinned defenders of the Sea of Reeds. They fly around on warblers protecting 
the creatures of the Babbly Lake. Their home Airy Castle was built by warblers. Their favourite 
pastime is the Bullfrog Rodeo where the champions of Airies and Frogs compete. Their main enemies 
are the red skinned Grimps and their allies, the swans and rats of the neighbouring lake. 

The Airies saga is centred around the ecosystem of a lake. While reading the tales children are 
introduced to the annual bio cycle of life at the lakeside. The stories raise awareness of environment 
protection and “green thinking”. The Sea of Reeds Calendar can be used as supplementary material 
for teaching biology, environment-protection and the characteristics of seasons and months. 

Part 1 is March, when the Sea of Reeds comes to life after its winter sleep. 
Part 13: The Sea of Reads Calendar It explains the characteristics and habits of the inhabitants of the 
lakeside.  Part 2-12 carry the name of every months of the year.

Trailer 

4-8 Years Illustrated GREEN Fiction

Rights: World Rights 
Publisher: Central Media, Hungary
Format: Paperback, 46 pages
Publication date: planned 2019
Series: 12 books  + 1 Calendar
Illustrations: full colour

Age 4-8 Years
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Judit Berg is one of Hungary's most popular authors of children's literature. 
As a mother of four children she writes for all age groups from toddlers to 
teens. Although her career only started in 2005, she has already published 
more than 40 books. 

In 2011, Judit was presented with Hungary's preeminent literary distinction, 
the “József Attila State Award” for her outstanding contribution to children's 
literature. 

The series Rumini – the Adventures begin  and the YA Science and adventure  
series Alma and Drifter are represented as well by Van Aggelen – African 
Literary Agency

Find more information about her at: www.bergjudit.hu 
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Adrian Varkel, illustrated by Daley Muller

Little Lucky Lolo

Little Lucky Lolo loved going to school. He loved learning from his teacher and seeing his friends. One 
day a new boy joined the class. Khulu was a big boy, a very big boy! Khulu eats all Lucky's lunch and 
takes a soccer ball! What could Little Lucky Lolo do? When Khulu ends up in trouble, will Lucky help 
him?

Little Lucky Lolo was the smallest boy at school. He loved to read, listen to music, and to dance. But 
most of all Little Lucky Lolo loved playing sport, and especially soccer.

“

3-5 Years Illustrated Fiction

Adrian Varkel lives in Cape Town with his wife, Stacy, his 

little boy Seth and his baby girl Ava. He likes to cook pasta, 

eat ice-cream and swim. He looks forward to reading all 

about Little Lucky Lolo to his children. 

Daley Muller lives in Cape Town. Her work has appeared 

in Marie Claire and Fresh Living magazines and she is the 

designer of the Mü&Me range of stationery and clothing.

 

and the Very Big Boy

and the Cola Cup competition

Rights: World Rights 

Publisher: Pan Macmillan SA

Format: 128 pages

Age 3-5 Years



CHILDREN’S BOOK’S Catalogue 2019 3-6 Years Illustrated Children Fiction



CHILDREN’S BOOK’S Catalogue 2019

“

“ When I get tired, I like lazing in the sun like a lizard, or 
wallowing warm like a hippo, and feeling cuddly like a 

lamb.” 

Jafta, a young boy growing up in Africa, describes some of 
his everyday feelings by comparing his actions to those of 

various African animals. The book is lled with rich 
illustrations and clever similes to explain all sorts of 

feelings and actions. 

Written by Hugh Lewin, illustrations by Lisa Kopper

Jafta

Rights: World Rights , sold to China, US, Spain, 

Publisher: Jacana Media, Johannesburg

Format: Paperback, 192 pages

Age 3-6 Years

“This deceptively simple book 
provides a solid and strong 
read-aloud for the youngest 
listeners. The author helps 
children to name and put 
words to their strongly felt 
emotions. 

And the illustrator provides 
vibrant drawings of the 
animals named in each simile. 
Without screaming 
"multiculturalism", this lovely 
book also shares some of the 
environs of S. Africa. JAFTA 
has stood the test of time with 
my two toddlers.” – a mum

3-6 Years Illustrated Fiction

“The South African setting lends texture and a sense of history in the making 

while the story embraces readers of any nation with its universal themes. 

Kopper rises to the demands of the text, using gentle lines and the series' 

brown-and-white palette to convey a broad sweep of emotions”. - Publishers 
Weekly
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“This is a nice little book to read to small children that still have trouble finding words to express 
themselves. I mean who hasn't felt cross and wanted to "stamp like an elephant" or "grumble like 
a warthog". – a mum on Goodreads
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Wendy Hartmann & Joan Rankin

The African Orchestra

With magical illustrations from Joan Rankin, and poetry from masterful story teller, Wendy 
Hartmann, The African Orchestra lyrically captures the magic of the African sounds of nature. From 
the clicking of crickets to the crackle of the re, follow the journey that celebrates these sounds, in the 
rhythm and music of Africa. 

“Cicadas, crickets, beetles and frogs 
Seedpods, cocoons, hollowed out logs 

Crackling res, the patter of rain 
thundering hooves on the African plain.

Birds in the air, in the trees – on the trees 
Wind in the grass, through the leaves – over sand. 

In the beginning, when all things began, 
these were the sounds which were music to man.” 

3-6 Years Illustrated Children Fiction

Rights: World Rights, sold to USA and China 

Publisher: Jacana Media, Johannesburg

Format: Paperback, 32 pages

Publication date: June 2016

Age 3-6 Years

‘Wendy Hartmann has a musician’s ear for words and Joan 
Rankin’s pictures sing with color and expression. 

Wendy Hartmann has been writing for many Years. She has had more than forty 
children’s books published. her books have been selected for honor’s lists and 
nominated for awards for writing and illustration. 

Joan Rankin has illustrated over thirty books for children including numerous 
books on the mcElderry list . She received many awards for her work and was 
listed on the IBBY 2012 Honors for illustrations.
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Written Wendy Hartman, illustrated by Joan Rankin

This is the Chick

. 

5-8 Years Illustrated Fiction

Rights: World Rights, rights sold USA, China 

Publisher: Jacana Media, Johannesburg

Format: Paperback, 32 pages

Publication date: April 2016

Age 5-8 Years

Wendy Hartmann has been writing for many Years, with more
than 40 children’s books published. They range from concept and counting, 
beginner readers, high interest/low vocabulary readers to picture books. Her 
books have been selected for honors' lists and nominated for awards for writing 
and illustration. Wendy lives in Cape Town, is married and has two daughters. In 
her spare time, she paints and has taken part in numerous exhibitions and has 
works in private collections in South Africa as well as overseas. 

A tiny guinea fowl chick hatches early one morning and lets out a ‘cheep’. Find out what happens 
in the bush when the ‘cheep’ is heard by all the African animals. 
Written in rhyme by best-loved children’s author Wendy Hartmann, this humorous story will 
enchant and entertain. 

Joan Rankin has illustrated over 30 books for children. She received the South African HAUM Daan 
Retief Prize for Children’s Book Illustration in 1986 and the Katrine Harries Award for Children’s 
Book Illustration in 1991. 

She has illustrated numerous books on the McElderry list, including A Frog in the Bog by Karma 
Wilson and Off to First Grade by Louise Borden. Joan recently won the MER Prize for best 
illustrated children’s book for Just Sisi/Net Sisi written by Wendy Hartmann 
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Di Stewart, illustrated by Joan Rankin

Lyle the Crocodile

When Lyle, the Crocodile had terrible toothache, his friends took him to Dr Molar, the dentist, 
but he couldn’t help him. Neither could Dr Canine. How did Lyle eventually get help for his 
toothache? A great book for encouraging children to look after their teeth with exuberant 
illustrations from award- winning illustrator Joan Rankin. 

One day Harry Hippo saw Lyle looking very grumpy. 
‘What’s the matter with you, Lyle?’ asked Harry. ‘I have toothache,’ cried Lyle. 

‘You need to see a dentist,’ said Harry.
‘But I’ve NEVER been to a dentist in my life,’ said Lyle. 

3-6 Years Illustrated Fiction

Rights: World Rights , sold to US and China

Publisher: Jacana Media, Johannesburg

Format: Paperback, 32 pages

Publication date: October 2016

Age 3-6 Years

Dianne Stewart is an award-winning author who has published many highly acclaimed children’s 
books and others on African culture, both locally and internationally. She has degrees in African 
languages and literature, and is well steeped in anthropology, all of which provide an excellent 
pool of knowledge for her research into African folklore and mythology. 
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Riana Scheepers, illustrated by Vian Oelofsen

Arboreta, the witch with green hair

In a big, green forest with trees that are hundreds of Years old, lives a witch who is just as old as the 
trees – a witch with green hair. Her name is Arboreta. The difference between Arboreta and other 
witches is that she’s not an evil or nasty witch: she doesn’t have moles or a hook nose, and she 
doesn’t catch children or cook them in her pot and suck the marrow from their bones. She would 
like it much better if children could play safely and happily in her forest.

Arboreta is a happy witch – but there are things that worry her: who will one day become the tree 
witch of the big, green forest when she isn’t there anymore? And what will happen if the 
woodcutters keep on cutting down so many trees without planting new ones? Maybe the little 
green girl who visits the forest one day can help Arboreta save the forest ... but how?

The publisher Protea Boekhuis is nominated for the Bologna Prize for the Best Children’s 
Publishers of the World 2019

3-10 Years Illustrated GREEN Fiction

Rights: World Rights 

Publisher: Protea Book House, Pretoria

Format: Paperback, 48 pages

Publication date:; English edition planned

Age 3-10 Years

 
Riana Scheepers has got several best-sellers to her name in South Africa and 
an established profile as newspaper and magazine column writer. 
Scheepers’s work is enjoyed and appreciated by a wide variety of readers. 
In Arboreta, die heks met die groen hare Riana Scheepers and illustrator Vian 
Oelofsen join forces to create a text that will charm young and old.
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Judit Berg 

Rumini – The series

. 

7-12 Years Illustrated Fiction

Rights: World Rights, excl Dutch, China

Publisher: Pozsonyi Pagony, Hungary

Format: Paperback, 200-250 pages

Publication date: between April 2006-2020

Series: 10 books

Illustrated: Full Colour

Age 7-12 Years

Judith Berg is one of Hungary’s most popular writers of children’s literature. As a 
mother of four children she writes for all age groups from toddlers to teens. 
Although her career only started in 2005, she has already published 37 books. 
In 2011, Judit was presented with Hungary’s preeminent literary distinction, the 
“József Attila State Award” for her outstanding contribution to children’s 
literature. 

Rumini is a daring cabin-boy (or rather cabin-mouse) on Wind Queen, the fastest sailboat of Mouse 
land. He hates mopping the deck, which is his regular duty, he prefers having a nap instead and in the 
meantime, he lusts for adventure.
Sea monsters, unknown tree-dwelling creatures, pirates, treasures, illegal slave-traders, dark 
dungeons, royal conspiracy, and even an old magician are to come up in this exciting and highly 
humorous adventure books.

FACTS & NUMBERS

Awards: IBBY “Book of the Year” Award, 2007, IBBY Honour List, 2008. 
Rumini was elected “The Children’s Book of the Decade” in Hungary in 2010. 
Rumini is “required reading” in Hungarian primary schools in 3rd or 4th grade. The supporting 
educational material was developed by University Expert Teams. 

SERIES COMPLETE

RUMINI........1. The Adventures begin, 2. In Hoarfrost Colony, 3. At Persimmon Coast, 4. And the four 
Sceptres, 5. The Secret Diary of Jake Polaris, 6. On Iron Island, 7. At the Sparkling Sea, 8. Captain 
Rumini, 9. Mirror island, 10. The cursed Ship



CHILDREN’S BOOK’S Catalogue 2019 7-12 Years Illustrated Fiction

Gallery
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G.R. van Wielligh, illustrated by Dale Blankenaar

Animal Tales - series

The tales of Jackal and Wolf are to South Africans what apple pie is to Americans. No one should grow 
up without them. Yet the sly Jackal and the whimsical Wolf is older than apple pie. These stories come 
from the Khoi-Khoi, a group of Bushmen who narrated them into existence shortly after the Stone Age. 

Animal Tales Volume I-4 are  freshly translated into modern English, the stories get a new look thanks 
to the beautiful, full-color illustrations of Dale Blankenaar. All volumes are a compilation of 15 stories. 
We read about the big war between the walking and the flying animals; we are told who gets crowned 
as the king of the animals and we meet sly Jackal and poor, gullible Wolf.

“This tale explains why some birds bob their tails; why some animals only come out at night; why 
porpoises chase after fish; why there are animals that live in water; why some animals live in the ocean; 
why jackals’ tails droop; why a jackal always glances back over its shoulder; why flies and gnats bother 
bigger animals; how single-toed animals came about; why some animals have such short ears and tails; 

why some animals eat meat.” 

The publisher Protea Boekhuis is nominated for the Bologna Prize for the Best Children’s Publishers of 
the World 2019

9-100 Years Illustrated Fiction

Rights: World Rights 
Publisher: Protea Book House, Pretoria
Format: Paperback, 96 pages
Publication date: 2011
Series: 4 books
Illustrations: full color

Age 9-100 Years

Dale Blankenaar is a full-time picture book illustrator and designer. He has 
illustrated about 30 picture books (locally and internationally). Dale was a 
finalist in the 2010 Maskew Miller Literature Awards Illustration category 
and was selected for IBBY SA’s Honour list 2015/2016 for his rendering of 
the eerily atmospheric world of the writing in Rhinocephants on the roof by 
Marita van der Vyver (NB Publishers, Cape Town).

 

http://bookslive.co.za/bookfinder/ean/9780624069324
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In this tale you’ll find out why flies 
are so dirty; that locusts still struggle 
to choose a king; why the honeybees’ 
king is so highly esteemed; why 
Praying Mantis is revered; why 
swarms of bees attack one another; 
that art is valuable; that the one who 
is most able to rule should be king. 

9-100 Years Illustrated Fiction
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Bontle Senne

Shadow Chasers – series

Night of the Red Moon

8-12 Years Powerful Children 

adventure/Fantasy 

Rights: World Rights 

Publisher: Cover2Cover, Cape Town

Format: Paperback, 128 pages

Publication date: December 2018

Illustrations: b/w 

Age 8-12 Years

UK based Bontle Senne is a children's book writer and literary advocate. Her latest 
novel, Flame of Truth , is the third  book in an Afrocentric adventure/fantasy 
trilogy for nine- to 12-year-olds called "Shadow Chasers”

She was shortlisted for the Golden Baobab Prize in 2014 and has spoken at 
Frankfurt Book Fair, Paris Book Fair, South African Book Fair and other 
international literary festivals.

What if you discovered that you come from an ancient family of Shadow Chasers, with a duty to 
protect others from an evil Army of Shadows? 

Night in the Red Moon is the fourth book in the Shadow Chasers series. The series weaves African 
traditional folklore into a modern day quest for every young adult everywhere in the World. The 
books are fast-paced and each chapters ends in a cliffhanger.  They are also light and economical in 
language, geared towards getting children to read. The series is beautifully told and the characters 
are as complex and flawed as we all are.

Absolutely recommended for home, school and adventure seeking children.

“Deliciously creepy, fast, fun and a blast to read. Get this for the reluctant reader in your life right 
now!”- Sarah Lotz, SA novelist, published in the U.K by Hodder and by Little, Brown in the U.S.
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Bontle Senne

Shadow Chasers – series
Each adventure is thrilling! These books are so amazing that you just want to scream “noooo” when the 
books come to an end. – youth reader Acehi Jaswa

8-10 Years Powerful Children Fantasy 

Rights: World Rights 

Publisher: Cover2Cover, Cape Town

Format: Paperback, 128 pages

Publication date: March 2016

Age 8-10 Years

Deliciously creepy, fast, fun and a blast to read. Get this for the reluctant reader in 
your life right now! – Sarah Lotz, author of Day Four and The Three.

Scary riveting fun! Escape in this magical and modern South African fantasy. –
Nonikiwe Mashologu, Childhood literacy specialist

Each adventure is thrilling! These books are so amazing that you just want to scream 
“noooo” when the books come to an end. – Acehi Jaswa

Only the Shadow Chasers, with their magical knives, can save the world from the evil that lives in the 
dream world … Nom and Zithembe’s lives are turned upside down when an Army of Shadows 
threatens everyone close to them. It’s the beginning of a quest that takes them into the dream world 
…
Zithembe has to find his knife to rescue his mother from the evil Army of Shadows. The only way to 
find it is to go to the Lake of Memories in the dream world, where it guarded by the evil Mami Wata 
water spirits…

The powerful goddess Oyo has a Shadow Chasers knife… and only the cleverest and bravest can 
withstand the Flame of Truth to win it back from her. With the guidance of Zulaika, a helpful ghost, 
Nom, Zithembe and Rosy travel through the terrors of the dreamworld to regain the knife.

It’s a race against time for the Shadow Chasers. Led by the General, an army of monsters is intent on 
destroying this world. As the minutes tick by, and the moon turns blood red, the Shadow Chasers are 
joined by the ancient god/Kaggen. But the General is the fiercest and most dangerous warrior of all… 
are their combined forces going to be enough?
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Judit Berg 

Alma – The Dark Dominion
Challenging Science and Adventure series for teens

. 

10+ Years Illustrated Fiction

Rights: World Rights, excl UK, Czech

Publisher: Ecovit Publishing, Hungary

Format: Paperback, 276 pages

Publication date: 2018 published, 3 and 4 planned

Series: 4 books, 

Illustrated: b/w

Age group: 10+ Years

UNUSUAL COLABORATION

Alma was written by Judit Berg in collaboration with Judit Polgar, the best female 
chess player of all times. 

Alma intends to show the world of chess as it has never been shown before. The main characters of 
the book are four lost teenagers (Alma, Drifter, Felix and Bella) who must face the evil Lord of Chess in 
order to find their way back to their own world. Alma is the first book in a series of four. Part 3 and 4 
are in progress.

THE BATTLE

During the adventures several chess riddles are to be solved by the main characters. These are deeply 
embedded in the dramaturgy of the novel: some riddles can be used as maps, others function as 
codes for secret doors or show the heroes which way to take. 
The most exciting part of the book is the final battle between the protagonists and the Dark Lord of 
the Chess Empire. The movements of the two armies and the fighting itself make the whole chapter 
the dramatic climax of the novel. 

However, this is not a randomly made up battle scene. The moves are identical with those in the 
famous chess game between of Judit Polgar.

Chess players can follow the game step by step in the appendix of the book. On the other hand, it is 
not necessary at all for the readers to be chess players in order to enjoy the novel. 



CHILDREN’S BOOK’S Catalogue 2019

Judit Berg 

Drifter –
Challenging Science and Adventure series for teens

. 

10+ Years Illustrated Fiction

Rights: World Rights, excl UK, Czech

Publisher: Ecovit Publishing, Hungary

Format: Paperback, 276 pages

Publication date: published 2018, 3 and 4 planned

Series: 4 books, 

Illustrated: b/w

Age group: 10+ Years

MAIN TOPICS IN THE SERIES
Alma: The World of Chess
Drifter: Artficial Intelligence
Felix: Science (Physics and Chemistry) 
Bella: Animals and Environment protection 

In the last chapter of Alma the young heroine becomes the new queen of the Empire of Chess. The 
sequel, entitled Drifter, takes place a few months later. From <me to <me Alma and her friends, living 
their everyday lives in their own world, must return to the Empire. But things are changing in both 
worlds. 

A stranger starts to follow Alma around in the real world, while there is an uprising being organised 
against her in the Empire of Chess. Who is behind these frightening events? Drifter suspects the 
former ruler, the Dark Lord of Chess, especially when he discovers that the Lord has a smartphone, 
since there is no use of this device in the Empire. 
When Alma gets kidnapped, he soon finds himself the number one suspect of the crime. Drifter has 
no other choice but to follow the trail and start investigating in order to clear himself. With the help 
of a real hacker, he soon finds out that a quick learner Artificial Intelligence is behind the frightening 
events whose main goal is to seize control over both worlds. 

The novel introduces young readers to the latest achievements of computer science, shows the 
directions of technological progress, and its possible dangers as well. It is very informative and up-to-
date, while being suspenseful and exciting at the same time. 
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Judit Berg & Erzsí Kertész

Kiki’s investigantion series
Funny and exciting – detective series for teens

. 

8-12 Years Fiction

Rights: World Rights

Publisher: Ecovit Publishing, Hungary

Format: Paperback, 180 – 250  pages

Publication date: 2018 

Series: first 2 books published, serie will be continued

Illustrated: b/w

Age group: 8-12 Years

Judit Berg and Erzsi Kertész are leading authors of children’s literature in Hungary. 
Both of them write adventure books for beginners and advanced readers as well.

Judit is a teacher of Literature, English and Drama and a mother of three daughters 
and a son. Erzsi has two sons and used to work as a psychologist. They find 
working together very inspiring.

The detective stories of the Kiki investigations series are always centered around mystical events. The
protagonist Kiki and his best friend Gerda always get involved in the most amazing stories and have 
to face many dangers. Surprising events and unexpected twists make Kiki’s investigations a real 
adventure for young readers.

In Volume 1 – The Secret if four Birds - the kids have to find the secret serum invented by an old 
ornithologist that is able to make men become birds, while several criminals are searching for the 
same secret.

In Volume 2  - The Mystery of the Clock - the centre of all crimes is a very old watch that is able to 
stop time. Kiki and Gerda have to untangle the old family legend, stop the unstoppable woman, save 
their own lives several times and even outsmart a police investigator to make things right again.

The series is to be continued.

“ my 11 year old Emma (and all her friends) loves the most recent books that Judit wrote together 
with Erzsi Kertész. These are detectives, for kids. Funny and exciting…” mum  of Emma 
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Written & Illustrated by Judith Englese

Nandi Sings 

3-6 Years Illustrated Children Fiction

Rights: World Rights 

Publisher: Penguin Random House, Struik imprint, Cape Town

Format: Paperback, 36 pages

Age 3-6 Years

Judith Inglese is a ceramicist who’s been designing tile murals for over 30 Years. 
She was inspired to create the colorful collage-style illustrations by her daughter’s 
photographs resulting from research on minstrel music in Cape Town. Judith lives 
in the United States. 

Nandi Sings is the story of a very little girl who doesn’t speak much at first, and instead makes up 
her own songs without words but many sounds. And because the adults and siblings in her 
household all tell her to keep quiet, she sings while feeding the chickens and drawing in the sand. 
It’s only her Gogo who encourages her to listen to the sounds of different animals and to keep 
singing. Even as she grows up, Nandi continues to follow the music in her heart and sings her own 
songs – even ones with words! Eventually, when she sings in the church choir, no one tells her to 
be quiet because they’re all listening to her. 

“ Nandi loved to sing,
even though she didn’t speak. 

She didn’t speak because she was only two Years’ old and still had a lot of growing to do. 
All the same, she made up all kinds of songs without words but with many sounds 
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Judith Inglese is a ceramicist who’s been designing tile murals for over 30 Years. 
She was inspired to create the colourful collage-style illustrations by her 
daughter’s photographs resulting from research on minstrel music in Cape Town. 
Judith lives in the United States. 
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Written Katherine Graham, illustrated by Wendy Paterson 

The Lemon Tree

. 

5-8 Years Illustrated Fiction

Rights: World Rights 

Publisher: Penguin Radom House, Struik  imprint, Cape Town 

Format: Paperback, 32 pages

Publication date: July 2016

Age 5-8 Years

A wordsmith by profession, Katherine Graham fills her days writing articles for 
magazines and looking after her two sons, husband and ginger cat. She started 
her career as an economics reporter for the SABC and, after a gap year in the UK 
and a brief interlude as a primary school teacher, has remained in the world of 
media ever since. She is based in Cape Town and has published a number of 
eBooks for children. 

When it’s pouring with rain, Gogo decides to pass the time by making some pancakes. But she 
soon discovers that the family has run out of three important ingredients: flour, eggs and milk. 
Without those, you can’t make pancakes. 

But clever Gogo has an idea. She sends Lungi and Sipho to a different neighbor to borrow what 
they need, and to take each of them a gift of lemons from the family’s lemon tree in return. And 
so, due to the kindness of the neighbors, Gogo and the eager children are finally able to make the 
pancakes. 

In The Lemon Tree, nominated for the prestigious Golden Baobab Prize in 2014, author Katherine 
Graham tells a simple, moral story with charm and an ability to transport the young reader 
evocatively into the moment. The story is beautifully illustrated by Wendy Paterson. 
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. 

5-8 Years Illustrated Fiction

Cape Town-based Wendy Paterson is a former teacher and 
archeologist who now works as a freelance illustrator from home, 
drawing inspiration from nature and the beauty of her surroundings. 
She has illustrated various children’s readers, textbooks and 
educational games, as well as children’s picture books, including 
Marigold and the Faraway Tree, also published by Struik Lifestyle. 
Wendy is married with two daughters. 
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Dianne Stewart, illustrated by Elizabeth Pulles

Dudu’s Basket

. 

When Dudu finishes weaving her first basket, by the light of the plump full moon, her uncle Jojo 
tells her that a first basket should always be given away ... Baskets, woven from locally sourced 
materials are widely used and re-used in African society. 

Dudu finished weaving her first basket as the plump full moon rose and lit up the twilight sky. 

“Look, I made it myself,’ Dudu said, showing her uncle her finished basket, made from Ilala 
palms that grow in sandy soils near the Indian Ocean. Uncle Jojo smiled. 

‘You shouldn’t keep that basket, Dudu. Your first basket should always be given away.’ 
Dudu clutched her basket tight against her chest. 

‘Tomorrow I’m taking my baskets to the roadside stall. Would you like to sell yours as well?’ 
asked Uncle Jojo. 

Zulu Proverb: Imbenge yamafundo kayidleli. : The first basket made by a learner is not used for food 

3-6 Years Illustrated Fiction

Rights: World Rights

Publisher: Jacana Media, Johannesburg

Format: Paperback, 32 pages

Publication date: April 2016

Age 3-6 Years

Dianne Stewart is an award-winning author who has published many highly acclaimed children’s 
books locally and internationally. She has degrees in African languages and literature and 
anthropology, all of which provide an excellent pool of knowledge for her research into African 
folklore and mythology. Elizabeth Pulles is a children’s and commercial illustrator. She is a 
multiple-award winner: a couple of ATKV Prizes, the M.E.R. Prize and most recently the 
IBBY/Exclusive Books Prize for Siyolo’s Jersey. 
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Lynn Bedford Hall, illustrated by Jane Heinrichs

Up, Up and AWAY!

Mattie lives on a farm deep in the heart of the country. It is a quiet place, far from any city. She has no 
brothers or sisters or friends, and so Mattie was very, very lonely. 
Until the night of the secret. A secret so precious, that only she and her magic, dream world animals 
know about it – and this is how it all began. 
In this book she helped Ellie, the elephant, to fly and then saved her when little Ellie somersaulted back 
to earth. 

“But Elephants can’t fly! They’re too big!” “I know, Mattie, but if you would help by holding the string 
while I climb onto a balloon, perhaps the wind could lift me and I’ll go soaring! Up and away!” 

“How brave, Ellie! Of course I’ll give you a push up.” It was heavy work, but Ellie finally managed 
to op onto a big orange balloon. 

The Castle of Cupcakes 
In this second book, Mattie, the little girl who entered the secret dream world of animals every night, 
joined in their Baby Show. Every animal mother wanted her babies to be the prettiest, and win the 
Grand Prize, which was a magnificent Cupcake Castle. But a nasty, greedy buffalo charged into the 
party and spoiled all the fun. Once again, Mattie saved the day, and the Show ended with a wonderfully 
happy celebration.

3-8 Years Illustrated Fiction

Rights: World Rights 

Publisher: Penguin Random House, Imprint Struik, Cape Town

Format: Paperback, 32 pages

Publication date: October 2016

Age 5-8 Years

Lynn Bedford Hall is a well-known and experienced food writer, award-winning author and 
journalist. This former teacher has also written a few children’s books. Her books include, inter 
alia, Hamlet and Pretoria, Fig Jam and Foxtrot, Best of Cooking in South Africa and Fabulous Food.

Jane Heinrichs is an award-winning children’s book illustrator with a BA in Art History and Classics 
from the University of Manitoba (Distinction), an MA in Art History from The Courtauld Institute 
of Art (Distinction) and an MA in Illustration from Camberwell College of Art. 
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