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PRESS ANNOUNCEMENT

African Literary Agency (Global Rights) and Agence Litteraire Aegitna (Francophone rights) will act as
official agents representing Zebra Comics across global markets, securing deals for exploitation of their
IP in Graphic Novels/Comics, animation, merchandise and beyond.
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AKOTOWAA OFORI

is a Ghanaian storyteller. She is a weaver of words in many
forms, including fiction, non-fiction and spoken-word poetry.

An alumna of the Clarion West writing workshop, Akotowaa

has been shortlisted for various awards, including the Miles
- Morland Writing Fellowship.

Her work has appeared in anthologies such as Tor.com'’s Africa
Risen, Clinamen Editions' Daring Shifts, and Flame Tree
Publishing's African Ghost Short Stories and Anansi. Her debut
novella, The Year of Return, was published in 2024 by Android
Press (USA) and Smartline Publishers (Ghana).

The German language translation, Das Jahr der Ruckkehr, was

published in 2025 by InterKontinental. She was the curator of
the 2025 African Book Festival in Berlin.
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Akotowaa's The Year of Returnis a moving story weaving history,
family ties, and found community into a unique tapestry. It
seamlessly pulls the past into the present, bringing ancestors
and descendants together, and forcing to the surface the
consequences of injustices long committed.

Genre: Science Fiction/ Magical Realism
Pages: 129

Rights: UK rights, translation rights
available.

Sold: NA rights (Android Press),

West African (SmartLine Publishers),
German (Interkontinental Verlag),
audio rights (Recorded Books)
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Michael Agyapong

is @ Ghanaian writer known for his "Snappy
Stories”, a microfiction serial published on his
Instagram and X platforms (@kwasi_ sei).

His short story "The Madman of Kwamokra"
was featured in the Kalahari Review. He has also

appeared in two anthologies of the Ama Ata
Aidoo Centre for Creative Writing.

He's a General Practitioner in the UK. When he's
not working, you'll find him wrestling with his
toddler and losing or sleep-writing at night.
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Where Shadows Gather
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RIGHTS INFO

Genre: Speculative Fiction, Magical Realsim, Mysterie
Rights available: all rights available, excl West Africa,

Wordcount: approx. 60.000
Publisher: Masobe Books, Nigeria

In the sultry hush of a Ghanaian town where reality bristles with myth and
memory, a baby disappears, a placenta is found on a dusty road, and a
madman'’s riddles begin to make sense.

Police officer Comm Quartey—recently returned to duty after a
suspension—finds himself drawn into a case that blurs the boundaries
between the real and the otherworldly. A heavily pregnant girl vanishes. Her
mind, frayed by trauma and silence, holds answers no one wants to hear.
Her guardian, an upright pillar of the community, is hiding something rotten.
And the madman—witness, prophet, or something else entirely—wanders
the streets, muttering truths no one dares confront.

Taut, lyrical, and laced with spiritual unease, Where Shadows Gatheris a
genre-defying mystery that pierces the skin of society to expose the
wounds we've buried. A novel about lost girls, broken systems, ancestral
silence—and the thin line between a cry for help and a curse.




Akpoebi Nora Ojeke

On the 1st of April 2023, Nora was listed among
the 50 most inspiring authors by Business Day,
Nigeria.

She is a multigenre author with a knack for
writing books that are a bit out of the norm.

With her prolific sense of writing, her books will
give you vibes of romance meets fantasy meets
thrillers with a twist of the bizarre.

Akpoebi Nora Ojeke got her first degree in
B chemical/petrochemical engineering from the
* Rivers State University of Science and
Technology, Port-Harcourt, Nigeria and a
master’s in petroleum engineering from Herriot-
Watt University in Edinburgh, Scotland.

Fever Bridge is her debut novel.




Fevor Bridge

RIGHTS INFO

GENRE: SFF, Speculative, Thriller Novel
Wordcount: 44.000

Rights: all available excl West Africa
Publisher: Masobe Books, Nigeria
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Wole Talabi

An award-winning author of acclaimed
speculative fiction, Wole Talabi’'s
bestselling novel Shigidi and the Brass
Head of Obalufon has been translated,
optioned for screen adaptation and widely
praised in the media.

His forthcoming novel Fist of Memory will
be published in 2026 in the UK (Gollancz)
and the US (DAW/ASTRA). His 2024
collection Convergence Problems,

featuring the novella “Ganger,” is being
translated into multiple languages.
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FIST
OF
MEMORY

BY WOLE TALABI

COVER TO BE REVEALED

RIGHTS INFO

GENRE: SF - Thriller
Wordcount: 44.000
Sold: World (DAW/ASTRA) British Commonwealth (Gollancz)

Pub Date: January 2026
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A DREAM OF ELECTRIC MOTHERS”
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WINNER OF THE ILLUBE AWARD 2024

NOMINATED SHORTLIST BEST NOVEL
BSFA 2023

HONORABLE MENTION FROM THE IAFA
CRAWFORD AWARD FOR FIRST
FANTASY NOVEL. 2024

el n =
EDITED BY WOLE TALABI

WITH FOREWORD BY FABRICE CUERRIER

2recerts WOLE TALABI


https://twitter.com/BSFA
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= is a queer Nigerian writer, editor, and recovering journalist living in
otento, Canada.

(e,

Her short s®ries have been featured in Slate.com, Uncanny, Strange
« Horizons, The Kalahari Review and Brittle Paper magazines, and several
=i award-winning anthologies, including, Africa Risen: A New Era of
Ry peculative Fiction, The Saga Anthology of Science Fiction 2020, 2021°s Best
! of World SF 10l.1., and New Suns: Original Speculative Fiction from

M Pegple of Colonr.
e s
L5 s

E_name She’s been nominated for the LLocus Awards, the British Science

‘I-"i-;';u Fiction Awards, the Nommo Awards for African Speculative

_i:.‘} Fiction, and the Short Story Day Africa Award.

—nil‘
¥ She was one of the co-founders of Omenana, a magazine of African

i Speculative Fiction, and former co-editor of Anathema Magazine for

queer writers of colour.
' ‘ We are happy to represent her future projects as a Speculative
climate Novel, a short Story collection and screenplays.
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Nathaniel Bivan

is a solutions and conflict journalist whose
reporting has taken him to terror zones in
Kaduna, Plateau, Niger, and Borno states of
northern Nigeria. Until 2021, he was Arts Editor
for Daily Trust, one of his country's most
influential newspapers. He was also Features

Editor for HumAngle Media, arguably one of
Africa's fastest growing newsrooms, where he
reported about the violent conflict plaguing
northern Nigeria.




BOYS, GIRLS
AND REASTS

A NOVEL

) >

“Grievously flawed
characters and
inventive
world-building
collide into a
gripping, explosive
tale.”
Abdulkarcem
Baba-Aminu

Vs

NATHANIEL BIVAN ‘

A TN

“A superb, action-packed story that holds the
reader spellbound from the first page to the
last.” - Mazi Nwonwu, author of How to Make a
Space Masquerade & Other Stories

“Grievously flawed characters and inventive
world-building collide into a gripping, explosive
tale.” - Abdulkareem Baba-Aminu

Rights List FALL 2025

RIGHTS INFO

GENRE: SFF, Speculative, War Novel
Wordcount: 44.000

Rights: all available ex West Africa
Publisher: Masobe Books, Nigeria
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Cheryl S. Ntumy

Cheryl S. Ntumy is a Ghanaian writer of short
fiction and novels of speculative fiction, young
adult fiction and Fantasy Romance.

Her work has appeared in multiple magazine and
has been shortlisted for the Nommo the
Commonwealth Writers Short Story Prize
among others.

She was longlisted for the ‘23 BSFA best short
story "The Way of Baa'gh" and is part of the
Saudtiverse Collective including her
contribution to the first Mothersound Anthology
and Sauti Terrors: The Dark Side Anthology.




SE DUOLOGY - YA

Lithverse is a speculative fiction YA
duology set in an alternate version of South
Africa, infused with magical elements inspired
by Southern and West African mythology.
Because itis believed that twins are two sides
of one soul, the story is told alternately through
Khaya and Khalani's eyes, both in the first
person.

The story explores the politics of social
and religious divides, the question of identity,
the importance of history and the power of
belief.

RIGHTS INFO

GENRE: Speculative YA,
Book 1: The Seven Percent
Book 2: The Second Reveal
Approx. 110.000 words each
Rights: available




TO SILK & SEDITION - ROMANTASY

RIGHTS INFO

Genre: Romantasy trilogy

Word Count: approx. 120.000 each book

Rights: NA, CA, Translation Rights (ask agent)

Sold: Eng commonwealth, translations (Cassava Republic
Press, 2026)




1 and Fury

CHERYL . NTUMY

" . 't |r'.'( "t ‘ ‘Q -
CARONTCLES OF T8E COUNTHESSCTANS PALT |
Genre: AfroFantasy
Word Count: 100.000
Rights: Eng World ex NA, Translation

Sold: NA English sold (Rosarium Books)




@ VAN AGGELEN African Literary Agency Rights List FALL 2025 AFRICAN SPECULATIVE FICTION

Lebogang Neo Matseke

is a Johannesburg based author, filmmaker, and
screenwriter. Her creative work is rooted in
African cosmologies, ancestral storytelling, and
reflections on identity, grief, and redemption.

Lebogang is the author of the novella Queen
B.E.E., and her short film work, including Dear
Whoever, Love Leboand The Rain Queen’s Wife,
has been recognised at international festivals
forits emotional and cultural depth.

She believes that stories are spirit-work — a
way to give voice to what history forgets, and to
honour the echoes that still walk with us.
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Death Rattle
DEATH RATTLE

Kgosi Morabe, the cursed Death Rattle tells the story of Kgosi Morabe — the cursed daughter
daughter of Death Herself, of Death — who traverses the Afterlife to confront a legacy of
betrayal, silence, and spiritual duty.

journcys through her own
grief and the Afterlife. Merging Yoruba and Setswana mythologies with post-apartheid

South African settings, the novel explores what it means to carry
- -~ - A
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generational wounds and the healing power of truth.
RIGHTS INFO

"Death Rattleis a novel of searing intelligence, grief and metamorphosis,”
says Marius du Plessis, CEO and Publisher. "The textured family dynamics,
the visceral language, the threads of lives lost and found: Death Rattleis a
profoundly layered, moving story.

Media about her debut novel Queen B.E.E.

Genre: Speculative Fiction, “...an impressive debut...." — News24, SA
Rights available: all rights available excl.

Southern Africa (Mirari Press May 2026)

Wordcount: approx. 65.000
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Dare Segun Falowo

is a writer of the Nigerian Weird, influenced by
liminal spaces, local cinema and traditional
cosmology. Their varied works have appeared in
the Magazine of Fantasy & Science Fiction, the
Dark Magazine, Baffling Magazine, the Dominion
Anthology and more.

Their short fiction has featured on the Locus

Recommended reading list, been nominated for the
BSFA short fiction award, and the SCKA award for
short fiction, in addition to numerous NOMMO
award nominations.
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The media about Caged Ocean Dub(2023)

“Falowo’s transporting debut collection combines the

fantastical, the spiritual, and the everyday to vivid
effect - Publishers Weekly

“ The structure of that sentence hints that Falowo
knows his Gabriel Garcia Mdrquez,

as does the magic-realist “Busola Orange Juice,” in
which an abused woman returns from the dead to
sell an eerily refreshing beverage.” - The
Washington Post

Rights List FALL 2025 AFRICAN SPECULATIVE FICTION

Catchlng Fishes all around Dub

Y

Catching Fishes all around Dub is the second short story collection
from Dare Segun Falowo.

These eighteen stories feature epic quests, terrifying monsters,
magical worlds, and underlying it all, a thematic tug of war
between those in search of supernatural power, and those who fall
victim tfo it.

Falowo’s poetically precise language and spine-tingling plot twists
are reminiscent of both Poe and Kafka as they tackle themes of
belonging, abusive maternal relationships, and tragic love in an
unforgettable literary adventure.

RIGHTS INFO

Genre: Speculative Fiction, Short Story Collection
Rights: all rights available excl. West African (Masobe Books).
Wordcount: approx. 65.000, 18 stories




“Elegantly unsettling. A new maestro is born." — ABDULKAREEM BABA-AMINU

Genre: Speculative Fiction Short Story Collection
Word Count: 61.000

Rights: sold ww English print (Adroid Press),
Luxury Edition ( Tartarus Press) Audio ( Recorded
Books), West-African rights ( Masobe Books) -
International Rights and tv/film rights available

Rights List FALL 2025

CAGED OCEAN DUB

Falowo's transporting debut collection combines the fantastical, the
spiritual, and the everyday to vivid effect. In 21 stories, all setin
Nigeria, Falowo seamlessly merges Nigerian culture with elements of
speculative fiction and fantasy. Falowo is a writer to watch-
Publishers Weekly

... It is Falowo's stunning writing that impressed me the

most, pushing hiswork so deeply into the literary zone to the point
where readers who wouldn't normally dabble in the weird or in
darkness in general would soon be rejoicing at the beauty and power
found in the artistry of the author's prose.”- oddlyweirdfiction.com
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SAUUTI TERRORS: The Dark Side

JANUARY 2026

. Sauuti Terrors: The Dark Side is the newest collection, fresh in the
/| wake of Mothersound: The Sauitiverse Anthology.

4 Edited by Eugen Bacon, Cheryl Ntumy and Stephen Embleton
7 with contributions from around the continent.

There's much to love in the Saudtiverse with its sounds, music,
language, biologies and histories, but everything is not perfect in
the federation of planets. From legends and folktales to
inheritances, gods, ancestral spirits, sacred prey, sentient
creatures, beings of unreality, sonic storms, solar flares and
meteor strikes, perils infest the planets.

RIGHTS INFO

Title: The Saudti Terrors: The Dark Side. Anthology, 2 books
Editors: Eugen Bacon, Cheryl Ntumy, Stephen Embleton

Genre: Speculative Fiction
Rights: Translation, screen, Graphic Novel available
Sold: WW Eng (Flame Tree Press), Audio (Recorded Books)
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MOTHERSOUND the Sauutiverse Anthology

MOTHERSOUND the Sauutiverse Anthology is the first anthology of
short stories and novellas set in a fictional civilization based on a
blend of African cultural worldviews.

Edited by Wole Talabi with contributions from around the
continent, this exciting anthology series guarantees both
entertain readers and introduce them to a new world of science
fiction and fantasy by talented African writers.

L i Featuring stories that are set in Sauuti — an Africa-inspired
.. - science-fantasy secondary world created by Africans, for the
Finalist Best Anthology British world, Sauutiis like Black Panther meets Wild Cards with all the
Fantasy Awards 2024, Nommo rich spacefaring worldbuilding of Dune.

Awards 2024, Locus awards 2024

Title: Mothersound the Saudtiverse Anthology (ed. Wole Talabi)

@ ,\‘ : Genre: Speculative Fiction
N b Rights: Translation Rights available

Sold: English NA ( Android US) Audio (Recorded Books)

Y FABRICE C

i EDITED BY WOLE TALABI E
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The Company of

Title: The Company of Birds
Genre: Fantasy
Pages: 374

Rights: available excl. Eng Southern Africa (Mirari Press),




Stars don't Glitter (YA

~ Runaway teen Eedee has made a habit of fleeing whenever things
get too rough, but when the magic-hating Mortem Society puts a
hit on her, she's got no choice but to stick it out at Sneeuberg, an
exclusive school of magic in the middle of the South African Karoo.
Put in a special class with another late-blooming magical misfit,
Eedee must learn to master her powers and find her missing mum
while navigating her strange new life. It's not easy being a prodigy,
especially not when everyone’s got ulterior motives and your
apparent best interests at heart.

Why Nerine Dorman:

Nerine's work ethics and flawless first drafts are uncanny. Sheisa
professional writer with an endless flow of ideas and a lot of love
for her stories. Nerine is an active member of the author's
community and has a large network within this community. Sheis
a diverse writer, who knows her way around different (sub)genres,
and produces well researched, enticing, magical worlds to dive
into.

Title: STARS DON'T GLITTER
Genre: Young Adult, Fantasy/Dark
Academia

Word Count: 113.000

Rights: all rights available
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Ayodele Olofintuade

Ayodele Olofintuade is a queer, non-binary black
feminist. She is the author of Lakiriboto (2023,
Cipher Press, UK) and Eno’s Story (2010), which
was shortlisted for the NLNG Prize in 2011.

Her short stories and essays have been
published in several literary journals. She is
presently focusing on Yoruba women in Ifa and
pre-colonial histories. Her voice and message
are unique and daring and are of added value for
all SFF fans. She just finished her YA novel JUJU:
A Practical Guide.




AYQEELE

Rights List FALL 2025

“In Lakiriboto, Olofintuade delivers a powerful narrative that speaks to
the resilience of women in the face of adversity. Through rich
storytelling and compelling characters, the novel explores themes of
family, identity, and the pursuit of freedom. It is a testament to the
strength of the human spirit and the importance of solidarity in the
fight against societal constraints. Lakiribotois a must-read for anyone
seeking a thought-provoking and empowering story that lingers in the
heart long after the final chapter.” — Republic.com

Amidst all the death, we celebrate life

“Lakiriboto by Ayodele Olofintuade is a love letter to
Nigeria while railing against the injustice rife in the
country.......The book is laced with a Nigerian sense of
magic Realism; mischievous demigods slip between the
prosing. They're sipping schnapps at parties, tittering at
human misfortunes and following along for the ride. Blink
while reading and you may miss them.” — BIG ISSSUE




RIGHTS INFO

Title: JUIU, A Practical Guide
Genre: YA Fantasy

Word Count: 60.000
Rights: all rights available
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The World-Breaker's Name The Invisible Girl

Kellan, a warrior turned scholar, is desperate  Maggie survived an apocalypse of hungry
to cure the magical infection sealed in hisleg ~ shadows by becoming invisible, but she

before it consumes him. Cursed healer, drowned during a violent telepathic assault.
Chiyana, plans to escape her people’s scrutiny
forever by becoming a masked assassin. Afterwards, she was exiled by the community
Her curse is his key. she once called family. Living on the edge of
Threatened by rival clans, shifting loyalties, Bloemfontein, South Africa, Maggie scavenges
3 and the unpredictable, monster-spewing for scraps and grapples with the unreality, a
§ e Shimmers, Kellan and Chiyana seek aid from  collection of strange visions and slippery

the cat god dwelling in the deepest part of the ~ thoughts caused by the telepathic attack.
forest. The gods, however, demand a priceto ~ When she's approached by strangers who

-

RIGH recover the magic the World-breaker stole claim Maggie can destroy the shadow
from them. monsters, she faces a dilemma: are these

Title: The people real,_and if so, how can she ensure

Genre: Epic This first novel of three features a unique they stay with her forever?

Word Count: magic system inspired by her home in central

Rights: WE t South Africa.

South African, A

Sold: SA rights sa
Books) BIO

C.L. Farley is a South African storyteller who favours speculative fiction and neurodiverse
narratives. Her work received a Silver Honorable mention in the Young Writers of the

Word Count: 26.000 Future, 3rd quarter 2022, and an Honorable Mention in the Young Writers of the Future, 4th
Rights: Translation available quarter 2022. Her short fiction received highest honours in the SAWC Short Story

Sold: WE (Luna Press, UK), Competition In her spare time, she gardens, collects rocks, plays video games badly, and
Audio (Recorded Books) referees the four cats who have adopted her.

Title: The Invisible Girl
Genre: Fantasy
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The Dark of Dyana The Pride of Noonlay

This first novel of an epic fantasy
series is built on top of a world on
the cusp of a storm, and the
people that stumble into the eye of
it. The gods of Peace are going to
war and a scattering of human
strangers are caught in the middle
of it. Follow the diverse and very
different journeys of princes and
princesses, storm casters,

beggars, half gods and
supernatural beings through the
tumultuous world.

"The stories in The Pride of
Noonlay are crackling, lyrical, and
controlled, the worlds Ndlovu
conjures are fascinating and vivid.
Take a deep dive into stories of
love, sacrifice, and loss. Ndlovu's
voice is original, confident, and
lyrically beautiful, weaving tales of
humanity even in the strangest of
circumstances.

Shanice Ndlowu is a Zimbabwean writer.

Over the past seven years she has onlay
written numerous short stories in the hort Stories
genre of epic fantasy.

> [smael Tree)

The Pride of Noonlay (Modjaji Books, L

South Africa) is her debut collection of
short stories published in the US by The

Ishmael Tree (2022)
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VAN AGGELEN

African Literary Agency

www.africanliteraryagency.com |

contact: bieke@ africanliteraryagency.com, debbie@ africanliteraryagency.com,
martijn@ africanliteraryagency.com
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